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Combining scholarly thinking with personal examples and insights, this book offers exercises to help

both recent seminary graduates and seasoned pastors identify skills that need improvement and

then suggests practical ways to strengthen preaching.
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With a desire to provide a "skills development approach" for training in the art and science of

preaching, Dr. Wayne McDill pens a volume that aims to "identify and strengthen the specific skills

needed for more effective sermon preparation" (ix). McDill serves as professor of preaching at the

Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, North Carolina. He has over forty years

of experience as a pastor, denominational leader,and a teacher of homiletics and is the author of

numerous books, including Evangelism in a Tangled World, Becoming Who You Are, Making

Friends for Christ, and The Message.McDill contends that there are twelve essential skills to help

preachers provide more and better content in their sermons. While he observes that God calls and

His preachers, we have the responsibility to develop these specific skills through "discipline, hard

work, and a commitment to clear thinking and Bible-based sermons" (15). He notes that:This book

is designed with a self-improvement format, a do-it-yourself approach which will let you concentrate

on your own skills, at your own pace, and in the areas you see need to be strengthened

(7).SummaryMcDill presents the first skill for great preaching in that the preacher must "get the text

in view" by way of observation (17). With this skill, he desires to "recogniz[e] and not[e] details in the



wording of the text and their significance for its meaning" through the means of structural

diagramming via inductive Bible study (43). The second skill is "seeing what is there [through]

recognizing and noting details in the wording of the text and their significance in the meaning

(42).The next skill is in "asking the right questions ...
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